
A BRIEF HISTORY OF ADDRESSES

History 
of the 

Internet

History of 
addresses 

 1348

The first public decennial 
census recorded the number 

of residents at an address

1801
Low, uniform postage rates 

based on weight was 
introduced, quadrupling 

letters posted by 1850

1840
London was separated 
into 10 postal districts

1857 - 1858

The first historical 
blue plaque was erected 

to commemorate 
Lord Byron’s birthplace

1867
The First Telephone Directory 

was published with 250 names 
and addresses, all calls were 
made through the operator

1880
Artist Phyllis Pearsall 

creates a map of 
London including

 public places of interest

1935
The government 

announces plans to sell 
the Royal Mail delivery 
business, including the 

Postal Address File

2010

Sir Tim Berners-Lee 
publishes plans for the 

World Wide Web and URLs

1989
The IP address is developed 

by US computer scientists

1972-3
The beginning of the web

J.C.R Licklider of M.I.T proposed 
plans for a ‘Galactic 

Network’of computers

1962

1995 2000

The launch of the Guardian
 Data Blog accelerates 
open data discussions

2009
The Open Data Institute

 is established by Sir Nigel Shadbolt 
and Sir TIm Berners-lee, creator 

of the World Wide Web

2012

2001

1512
The Domesday Book:

First England and Wales 
census compiled from 

land registry 

1086

1712

1635

2015 

‘Open data’ term coined 
in a document promoting 

international 
open-data exchange

The Freedom of Information 
Act passed to allow public 

access to information

Creative Commons license 
introduced to transform 

copyright culture

Addresses are a vital part of the UK’s National Information Infrastructure and Open Addresses UK 
is the latest development in this long and rich history. We are creating the first open address dataset 

for the UK that is completely free, available to everyone and collaboratively maintained. 
This dataset will be accessible for all organisations and individuals to use in the 

delivery of new and improved services throughout the UK.

The UK’s first residential 
street was built 

in Somerset 

The Royal Mail emerges
 with the appointment 
of its first postmaster

 to deliver letters

The first public postal 
service opens in London 

for all classes to use

A unified postal service 
launches in England, 
Scotland and Wales

The first open data address list is born

In January 2015 we launched the alpha stage of Open Addresses UK. 

Now, let’s write the next chapter in the history of UK addresses: 

Submit an address and get involved at https://alpha.openaddressesuk.org/
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