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A brief history of (Open) addresses

The parallel data trackDomesday Book England conducted its first formal 
census when the Domesday Book was compiled in 
1086 by William I. The book was made up of a survey 
of all land and property ownership in England and 
Wales. As well as registering all property (and early 
addresses) for the first time in one document, its 
primary purpose was to aid the collection of taxes!

The IP Address is developed 
 American Computer Scientists Vint Cerf 
and Robert E. Kahn invented internet 
protocol. In 1983 it became the main 
source of communication between 
computers on the internet. 

The World Wide Web  
 In 1989 while at STERN, Tim Berners-lee 

wrote the paper ‘Information Management: 
A Proposal’ which investigated plans for the 

World Wide Web and URLs.

The beginning of the web  
J.C.R Licklider of M.I.T first proposed plans 

for a ‘Galactic Network” of computers in 
August 1962, a suggested model much like 

the internet of today whereby anyone could 
access data and programs from any website.

The first part of the oldest street  
is constructed It is thought that the medieval 
Vicar Street in Wells, Somerset marks one of the 
most historic records of addresses, as the oldest 
known residential street in Britain.

1512 - The Royal Mail   
Henry VIII established Brian Tuke as the very first 
“Master of the Posts” with a greater network 
following in his footsteps. 

‘Open data’ coined In a document  
from an American scientific agency, the 
term ‘open data’ first appeared. They 
promoted an all-encompassing and open 
exchange of information between different 
countries, which later became a basis for 
the analysis and understanding of open 
data as we understand it today.

 Freedom of Information Act   
The Freedom of Information Act 2000 

marks the provision of public access to 
information held by public authorities.

Sir Thomas Gresham sets up shop on Lombard Street 
In Tudor times, because most people were illiterate, 
addresses were often identified by a picture or symbol. 
At 68 Lombard Street, Sir Thomas Gresham had his 
base as financial advisor to Edward VI, Mary I and 
Elizabeth I. The grasshopper from his family’s coat of 
arms was used to identify the premises. An open national postal service is born   

Charles I made the Royal Mail postal service 
available to members of the public, with the first 
post house set up in Bishopsgate Street in London. 
For the first time the all classes were able to send 
and receive letters, previously only accessible to 
Royalty, Parliament and the aristocracy.

Creative Commons have arrived   
The non-profit, Creative Commons opened, 
initiating a change in copyright culture with 
their creative commons license, whereby 
some rights are reserved.

2009 - Open Data excelerator   
The Guardian Data Blog started publishing 
content; open data discussion has the 
opportunity to take the floor.   

Barack Obama’s first day in office  
Barack Obama issued a memo on the 

Freedom of Information Act. The president 
declared: “In the face of doubt,  

openness prevails.” 

1712 - The historic Sanquhar post office is opened  
The post office in Dumfries and Galloway in Scotland is 
the oldest post office in the world still standing today. 
“It would be many more years before post houses 
were widely seen outside of London”.

Regular Decennial Census’ Begin in the UK  
The first four census’ contained no personal 
information but simply listed the number of 
people living at each address. The first census  
to name all occupants was in 1841.

Open Data revolution   
The Open Data Institute officially opens 
in December 2012, founded by Sir Nigel 

Shadbolt and Sir TIm Berners-lee, creator 
of the World Wide Web. 

Increasing Accessibility  The postal system was 
opened up to almost all British citizens in 1840 
following Rowland Hill’s postal reforms, which 
included the introduction of a low, uniform cost 
postal system and decrease waste. These reforms 
marked a pivotal point in history for the postal 
service. As a result chargeable letters increased 
from 76 million in 1839 to 350 million in 1850

Charles Dickens  In February 1838, Charles Dickens 
visited the Barnard Castle market town, staying at 
The Kings Head Hotel (14 Market Place). Dickens’ 
visit inspired his short story ‘Master Humphrey’s 
Clock’ based on the local clock-maker, Thomas 
Humphreys and novels ‘The Old Curiosity Shop’ 
and ‘Barnaby Rudge’. Blue plaques now mark these 
locations and other important addresses to com-
memorate historic places in the UK

1857 and 1858 - the birth of the British post code  
The beginning of our modern post codes were 
implemented in 1857 and 1858.

Publication of the First Telephone Directory  
The first “phone book” was published a year after 
the public telephone service was introduced in 
Great Britain. It contained about 250 names and 
addresses but no numbers, as all callers were 
connected via an operator.

2010 - The Royal Mail changes 
The government announced its plans to sell off 
the Royal Mail’s delivery business including the 
Postal Address File, retaining the Post Office 
network in public ownership.

Artist Phyllis Pearsall begins her map of London  
Pearsall was inspired to create her own map of 
London after getting lost using an outdated map 
of the city. To make places easier to find, Pearsall’s 
map represented the rapidly expanding area of 
London and popular places of interest, such as 
museums and bus routes. Thus founding the 
Geographers’ A-Z journal.

In January 2015 we launched the alpha stage of Open Addresses UK.  

Now, let’s write the next chapter in the history of UK addresses: 

Submit an address and get involved at https://alpha.openaddressesuk.
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2015 - Open Addresses UK is Born

Addresses are a vital part of the UK’s National Information Infrastructure and Open Addresses UK is the latest development 

in this long and rich history. We are creating the first open address dataset for the UK that is completely free, available to 

everyone and collaboratively maintained. This dataset will be accessible for all organisations and individuals to use in the 

delivery of new and improved services throughout the UK.


